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P K E F A C E. 



This unpretending publication needs but a few 
words to explain its object, and account for its 
appearance. It is the work of a lady, who has 
been much accustomed to teaching the very 
ignorant. • Some lessons which she wrote to 
assist friends engaged in this same work of 
charity, being found exceedingly useful, she 
was prevailed upon to draw up a systematic 
series of lessons on the chief truths of Chris- 
tianity, in the belief that they would prove a 
valuable assistance in a wider circle. These 
lessons happened to be used in the instruction 
of some adults of the most ignorant class, for 
whose teaching I am responsible, and with the 
best results. From this personal knowledge of 
the value of these simple lessons, and in gra- 
titude for the benefit thus experienced, I am 
desirous of promoting their use^ and n^xj^^m.^ 
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to recommend them to those interested in the 
object which they are, I believe, so well calcu- 
lated to serve. 

None can tell, but those who have practically 
made the trial, the difficulty of presenting spi- 
ritual ideas, even of the simplest kind, so as to 
be intelligible to grown-up persons, who have 
had no early teaching, whose minds have never 
been opened to the perception of religious 
truth. Nor can any one imagine, without 
careful personal investigation, the extent of 
ignorance which exists as to the most elemen- 
tary facts of revelation among our uninstructed 
poor. It is not easy for well-educated per- 
sons to bring down their ideas and their lan- 
guage to the level of the capacities of those — 
alas ! so great a multitude — who, thus dark 
and uninstructed, are moving to and fro every- 
where close to our doors, and rapidly, one 
after another, passing away out of sight to their 
great account. To offer some assistance there- 
fore to facilitate such an object, may not be a 
superfluous task. 

I am not aware of any publication which 
professes to provide any aid towards meeting 
the difficulty, and yet manifestly it is one of the 
greatest needs of the present time. 
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These lessons are specially intended for the 
use of the teacher, as supplying a fund of ma- 
terial, which it is hoped will be intelligible to 
the most ignorant, and further as suggestive of 
the mode and language in which other truths, 
or additional matter on the same subjects, may 
be intelligibly taught. The present series of 
lessons embraces the Apostles' Creed, so ex- 
panded as to include the chief truths of the 
early chapters of the Book of Genesis, and of 
the Gospel history of our Lord's life. Should 
this first specimen be favourably received, it is 
proposed to extend the same plan of simple in- 
structive lessons to other portions of the faith 
and practice of Christianity, so as to give, as 
far as possible, a complete system of Church 
teaching. 

T. T. Carter. 

Clewer Rectory, 
Advent^ 1863. 
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** Except ye utter by the tongue words easy to 
be understood, how shall it be known what 
IS SPOKEN ?" — 1 Cor. xiii. 9. 

In the following pages the writer does not at- 
tempt any new thing ; the same truths which 
have been often and far more ably explained, are 
here merely translated, as it were, into the lan- 
guage of the unlearned, " Words easy to be 
understood," by the very ignorant — the words, 
in fact, in which the common affairs of life are 
expressed by them. 

Of the fact that the simplest ** book lan- 
guage" is, to the uneducated, often utterly 
unintelUgible, we need no further proofs than 
the puzzled looks and ridiculous blunders so 
often made both by children and adults in re- 
peating the Church Catechism and Collects, 
and in reading Holy Scripture. Of this tlaft?t^ 
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are few teachers who have not had painful 
experience. 

The listlessness and inattention with which 
even the most interesting of the Sacred Narra- 
tives are read and listened to, may be all re- 
ferred to the same cause, the words are not 
understood. A similar difficulty would be ex- 
perienced by one who should attempt to read 
a book written in a foreign language, which he 
had acquired only by living in the country, 
and conversing with the natives on the ordi- 
nary topics and wants of life. 

It will readily be perceived that this little 
work is not wholly designed to be put into the 
pupils' hands as a reading-book, nor is it meant 
that the teacher should merely read it through 
to them. It is rather intended as a manual 
containing matter for teaching, and an attempt 
to show the simplest method of imparting in- 
struction to the ignorant. 

Experience tells us how much greater is the 
effect of a story told, than a story read. Set- 
ting aside the difficulty before alluded to — with 
regard to the language — there is always a de- 
gree of monotony in the sound of the voice in 
reading, which cannot be avoided even by the 
best readers, and this naturally inclines the 
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thoughts to wander, especially, as is too often 
the case, where there is not a very strong incli- 
nation on the part of the pupil to fix the atten- 
tion on the subject. 

If teachers would try the experiment of sud- 
denly asking, *' What am I reading about ?" 
it is to be feared in many cases the pupil would 
not be able to give a very satisfactory answer ; 
whereas if the teaching were "by word of 
mouth," in easy words and familiar language, 
listlessness and wandering thoughts would be 
less likely to occur ; and as the teacher's eye 
would be on the pupil all the time, this would 
be more easily detected, and the attention 
brought back again, thus saving much time 
and disappointment both to teacher and pupil. 
Many persons find a difficulty in this mode 
of teaching ; but a prayerful preparation, and a 
total forgetfulness of self, will soon render it 
easy. 

With the hope that this little book may 
prove useful to some of those about to engage 
in the instruction of the hitherto untaught, 
and who feel the want of a simple method of 
teaching, which may more readily convey to 
the minds of the very lowest, and most igno- 
rant, the all-important and saving truths o€ cs'^bs^ 
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most Holy Faith, the writer ventures to pub- 
lish it, without any of those apologies for the 
homeliness both of expression and style of 
writing, which were surely needed under any 
other circumstances ; trusting that He who did 
not disdain to veil His Blessed Teaching under 
the familiar form of parables, drawn from the 
common occurrences of every-day life, will be 
pleased to bless this humble effort to en- 
lighten those who remain in comparative dark- 
ness ; not from the lack of excellent instruction, 
but because the words in which they are taught, 
are not "Words easy to be understood.'* 



axUB jeasg ta ht Winl^tx^taatn. 



CHAPTER I. 

Do YOU BELIEVE IN 6oD ? 

We hope there are very few people in the 
world who would say " No*' if they were asked, 
" Do you believe in God ?" but a great many 
live all their lives as if they had never heard of 
Him. 

Almighty God. Who is He? and why is 
He called Almighty ? 

He is a great and wonderful Being, Who has 
been living always ; there never was a time 
when He was not, and He will be the same for 
ever and ever. 

He is called Almighty, because He can do 
all things ; mighty means powerful — ^that is, full 
of power and strength, ^Jble to do every thing. 

God is a Spirit ; that means He ha& vs.^\. ^ 
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body as we have, which can, you know, be in 
one place only at a time, but He is everywhere 
at once, sees and knows everything that is done, 
all that people do or say, and even what they 
are thinking about. 

Now we must believe that in Almighty God 
there are Three — Three Persons, that is the 
light word, called the Trinity, or as we should 
always say, The Holy and Ever-blbssed 
Trinity. Trinity means Three in One ; the 
first part of the word sounds like three, and 
this will help you to remember what I have 
told you about it. 

Three Persons in One God. The Father, 
Who is God ; the Son, Who is God ; and the 
Holy Ghost, Who is God ; and these Three 
are One God. Not Three Gods but One God. 
All are of the same greatness, and power, and 
goodness — none ever had a beginning, and all 
will be the same for ever and ever. 

We are taught this in the Bible : the Bible 
is called the Word of God, because God told 
good men, many hundreds of years ago, to write 
it, to tell all about Him, Who He is, what He 
has done for His people, and what He wishes 
them to do. *• 

The Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit, which is 
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another Name meaning the same thing, put it 
into their minds what to write. So you see 
the Bible is the Word of God all the same as 
if we heard Him speak it. 

The Bible is a very large book, and it would 
be very difficult for people who are not scholars 
to make it all out at first sight for themselves ; 
so some of these same good men put down in 
few words what we must believe, and this we 
call the Belief, or the Creed, which means the 
same thing. • 

There are three Creeds; they are not dif- 
ferent ; they all have the same things in them, 
only some are longer than others. 

The Creed we are going to talk about is 
called the Apostles' Creed, because the Apos- 
tles taught it. I will tell you by-and-by who 
the Apostles were. This Creed or Belief is in 
the Prayer Book, and is said every day in 
Church. It is in the Catechism too ; you must 
learn it by heart, and I will explain every part 
of it to you. 

Article I. — I believe in God the Father Al- 
mighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

Now you will say', "Yes, I believe in God,'* 
and this is the same as if you said^ " I kssss^ 
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and feel sure there is a God." And how do 
you feel sure there is a God? If any one 
asked me this, I should say, " Why, where 
could the world and all I see in it, the sky, the 
sun, moon, and stars, the sea, trees, and 
flowers, and the animals, have come from in the 
first place ? Somebody must have made them ; 
they never could have come of themselves. 
Myself too and all my fellow creatures, must 
have had a beginning; some one must have 
made the first man tind woman." 

Yes ! Almighty God made them all. 

Do you wonder at His being called Almighty ? 

It was God the Father Who made heaven 
and earth. Our Father He is, for our life and 
all we have come from Him. Think how great 
and wonderful He must be to have made all we 
see. Created is the right word; He created 
the world ; He is called the Creator. 

Now create means something like to make^ 
but it means a great deal more: it means to 
make out of nothing : we can make a great many 
things, but we must have something to make 
them of. A workman can make a table, but 
he must first have the wood, and that he can- 
not make ; but Almighty God made all things 
out of nothing. 
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It is very hard to think, that at one time 
there was no world at all, only a great dark 
place with nothing in it ; but so it was before 
the world was created. God ordered the world 
to come : and it came ; the light came when 
He said it should be light ; the sun, moon, and 
stars, the sea, trees, and animals, all came from 
nothing when He said they were to come ; last 
of all, when all was ready for them God made 
a man and a woman. 

You see how good it was of Almighty God 
to fill the world with good things, before He 
created the man and the woman, that they 
might have all they could want for their comfort. 

Yes, our heavenly Father is indeed good, 
and His children are so very ungrateful, even 
the best, I am afraid, use the good things He 
gives every day without thinking half enough 
how thankful they ought to be for them ; and 
as we go on you will see more and more how 
good He has been, and is now, even to the 
worst of sinners, if they will but come to Him. 

Now perhaps you may want to ask, " How 
do we know all about the creation of the world ? 
Who could tell what happened so many thou- 
sands of years before we were born ? We know 
it because God has told us H\\xi%^Vi— ^\.Sa. ^^S^ v&^ 
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His Word, His Book, the Bible. The first part 
tells us about the creation of the world. If you 
can read well enough you may read it to me ; 
if not, I will read it for you. 

(Explain the words as the pupil reads, never 
passing by the most simple, without ascertain- 
ing that its meaning is perfectly understood, 
thus :) — 

Genesis i. 1. "Void*^ means empty, there 
was nothing in it. " The face of the deep" 
means all over the sea ; the sea is called the 
deep because, in some places, it is so deep they 
can hardly find a line long enough to reach the 
bottom of it. " God called the Firmament 
Heaven," that means what we call the sky, 
where the stars are. Ver. 9. All the world 
was covered with water, but God made it go 
aw^ay from some parts, so that the dry land 
might be seen. Ver. 11. "Yielding seed," 
** fruit after his kind," means having the seed 
and fruit that those kinds of trees ought to 
have. Ver. 1 4. " Signs and seasons;" that is day 
and night, summer and winter ; you know how 
the sun makes the heat we call summer, and 
the light we call day. Ver. 20. " Abundantly" 
means great quantities. " Fowl," all kinds of 
birds. Ver. 26. '* In our Image," that means 
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like God, God made man like Himself in some 
ways. You must notice, God did not say, " I will 
make man in My image, after My likeness ;" 
but He said, " Let us make man in our Image,*' 
and this is one of the things in the Bible that 
makes us sure about the Holy Trinity, for if 
there had not been three Persons in one God, 
He would not have said our, as if He was speak- 
ing to one of them, but My, as if He had been 
the only One — do you understand what I mean ? 
Ver. 28. " Replenish" means to keep on putting 
in fresh things as they are wanted. " To have 
dominion," to be master of it all : to have power 
like a king. So it means that God blessed the 
man Adam and his wife Eve, and promised that 
they should have children, and grandchildren, 
so that the earth should be full of people, and 
that they should have everything in it for their 
use. Ver. 30. " Meat," when this word comes 
in the Bible it generally means all kinds of food, 
not only flesh which we now call meat. " Sit- 
ting at meat," means having meals. And now 
what is to be learned from all you have heard 
to-day ? You have heard that God is Almighty, 
that He is every where, knows all things, and 
can do all things. He is good to all, merciful 
to all ; at the same time He La yi&t \^<^^!c^ ^.^ ^is^s^ 
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good and the bad, so that He rewards the good 
and punishes sinners ; and All Holy so that He 
cannot bear to look upon sin. 

You must learn to fear Him, (I mean to be 
afraid of doing anything to displease Him,) to 
love Him, to look upon Him as your Father : 
your loving Father, Who gave you your life, 
made you in a wonderful way, and has given 
you so much more than you deserve. Think 
over how much He has done for you all your 
life long, and pray to Him to forgive you for 
having been so ungrateful for all His mercies. 



CHAPTER II. 
Maker of Heaven. 

Almighty God is also Maker of heaven. 

People often talk of heaven and hell, the 
angels and the devil, but I am afraid that very 
often they do not understand much about the 
matter. 

Heaven is that beautiful and blessed place 
where God the ever Blessed Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, has always been, where 
He is now, and where He will be always; 
though He is everywhere else beside, yet heaven 
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is His home, and the home of the good angels 
and saints. 

When we say God created heaven, we mean 
that He made the angels as well as heaven 
where they are. 

Angels are spirits ; they have not such bodies 
as we have ; though God has sometimes allowed 
them to be seen on earth in the form of men, 
yet they are able to come and go, as we with 
our bodies cannot do; I mean, when all the 
doors are shut they can come into a room, 
and go away in the same manner. You re- 
member I told you that God is a Spirit, but 
though angels are spirits too, they are not like 
God ; they are not able to be in more places 
than one at a time, and they cannot do the 
wonderful things He does. The good angels, 
never having sinned, are always with God, sing- 
ing His praises in heaven, and doing with great 
joy all He wishes them to do in heaven and on 
earth, for God sends them on earth to watch 
over us. The angels, who take care of us, are 
called guardian angels, because they guard us 
from harm. At our Baptism we all have a 
guardian angel sent to watch over us. Every, 
body must have noticed how often little chil- 
dren are in danger of being bxxtl \s!l ^^Sk^^s^. 
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ways, and yet so seldom come to harm. God 
** gives His angels charge over them.'* 
r Besides this the Bible tells us how the angels 
love us, that there is joy among the angels of 
God over sinners that repent, and are truly 
sorry for their sins. 

Almighty God created the angels before He 
created the earth. They were at first all of 
them good, as all that God makes is good. 
They all loved and obeyed Him in all things, 
and they were altogether happy. But it came 
to pass that some of them fell into sin. The 
Bible does not tell us exactly what the sin was, 
except that they rebelled agaiABt God. The 
Church has always taught that pride and dis- 
obedience were the cause of their fall. Then 
they were no longer fit to be with God, so He 
drove them from heaven, and sent them down 
into hell, a dreadful place, away from God, 
which has been their own place from that time 
till now : though they are permitted to be on 
earth and so tempt us to sin. The greatest of 
these wicked angels, and the one who first 
began to disobey God, and persuaded the others 
to do so too, is called Satan or the devil. 

Now I want you to see how very wrong and 
foolish it is for people to think and speak of 
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our great enemy the devil, as if he were some- 
thing to laagh at — to make a joke about. If 
you think a little, you^ will see how worse than 
foolish this is. He once was one of the highest 
of the angels of God, and you know if a person 
who once was great and good becomes wicked, 
how much more harm he can do than other 
people. Would you laugh and make game of 
any one who was very powerful and able to do 
you harm when you never expected it ? Would 
not you be very careful how you spoke of him ? 
Well, then beware how you joke about one who 
can do you more harm than any man can how- 
ever great he may be. Besides, is it not wrong 
to laugh at any thing that is wicked and against 
God ? Remember, that as the good angels are 
always trying to keep us from harm, so Satan 
and the bad angels are always watching about 
us to try to make us fall into sin and become 
wicked like themselves ; and is this a thing to 
make fiin of? Surely, no. 

Heaven is that blessed place where good 
people go when they die, to be for ever with 
God and the blessed angels. Hell is the place 
where the wicked, who die without repenting, 
are punished for ever after their death with the 
devil and his angels in evetVaaXlvci^^^^* 
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Before I speak more about heaven and hell, 
I must tell you about that part of us called 
the soul. When God crated our bodies He 
created our souls, and they were joined to our 
bodies. The soul is that part of us which never 
dies : it is called immortal. You have heard 
people called mortals, I dare say: well, the 
body is mortal, it must die ; the soul is im- 
mortal, it will never die. 

We cannot see our souls, yet for all that we 
know we have souls. We might as well say 
there is no such thing as the wind, because we 
cannot see it, as to say we have no souls be- 
cause we cannot see them. We feel the breeze, 
and see the trees move ; we see the waves of the 
sea rise higher and higher, and we say the wind 
is blowing ; we feel and see the effects of it, that 
is what it does. So it is with ourselves, we feel 
sure there is something more of us than our 
bodies. We often feel our souls in trouble 
when our bodies are in good health ; when we 
have fallen into sin we feel there is something 
wrong about us, this illness is in the soul — sin 
always hurts the soul. 

When Almighty God had finished creating 
the world, He said it was very good ; and when 
He created man he was very good, for you re-* 
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member God made him in some way like 
Himself. Body and soul were both good, holy, 
pure, and obedient. He was never to die, he 
was quite happy, never felt pain or sickness, 
and he loved God more than anything else. 
He was to live in a beautiful part of the world, 
called the garden of Eden, or Paradise as it is 
sometimes called — all was very good. 

But now — is all very good now ? Are people 
all very good now ? No, it is easy to see that 
nothing is very good now. And how is this ? 
What was it that spoilt God's beautiful work ? 
It was sin, and sin ruined all. I will tell you 
how it happened. 

When God placed Adam and Eve in the 
beautiful garden of Eden, He told them they 
might eat of the fruit of all the trees except 
one. God said, ** In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.*' One would 
think it was a very small thing to keep this 
commandment, when they had all they could 
want for food, and had no need to eat of this 
fruit ; yet Adam and Eve were tempted to dis- 
obey God, Who had been so good to them. Gop 
allowed the devil to tempt them, to see whether 
they would fall into the temptation, or stand 
against it 
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Now to tempt means to try to persuade peo- 
ple to do things that they would not do of 
themselves, generally it means some sin, and it 
is the devil who tempts to sin, first by putting 
the thoughts into people's heads, and then per- 
suading them to do the wrong things. The 
wrong is not in being tempted, but in listening 
to the tempter, and so being led on to commit 
the sin ; this is called falling into temptation. 

But to go back to Adam and Eve. 

Satan hated them because they were good, 
and in favour with God, he was jealous of 
them. He had once been good and happy ; 
but pride and disobedience had been the cause 
of his fall, and he determined that pride and 
disobedience should be the ruin of man. The 
devil knew quite well, that if he could persuade 
Adam and Eve to take this fruit they would 
sin, and then he should have them in his 
power ; for sin is of the devil, and all who sin 
belong to him. 

But how was this to be done ? God had 
said they should die, perhaps they did not 
quite know what it was to die ; but they did 
know it was wrong to disobey God, and that 
something dreadful would happen to them if 
they did so. So the devil came to the woman 
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first. He thought he could persuade her more 
easily than he could her husband. He came 
looking like a serpent, or great snake, and 
began to talk to her about this forbidden fruit, 
and made her curious about it ; made her tell 
him what God had said, and then he told her 
not to believe that they would die, but that God 
would not let them taste this fruit, because He 
knew it would make them as wise and great as 
Himself. He said they would be like God, 
knowing good and evil. And the Bible tells 
us when Eve heard this, and " saw that the fruit 
was good for food, pleasant to the eye, and a 
thing to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of the fruit and did eat ;*' and worse still, she 
gave some to her husband and he ate also— 
she tempted him and he fell. Just as it so 
often happens now, people are not content to 
sin themselves, but they must draw others into 
it too. Now both had sinned, the man and his 
wife. Remember that disobedience was the 
first sin ever committed, first by Satan, first by 
man. Disobedience, generally, is the begin- 
ning of all evil ways. 

Adam and Eve knew at once that they were 
changed from what they were before ; they now 
knew what sin was; if they had not eatevs. ^VjJ^ 
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fruit they would never have known how to sin, 
and so would have been always happy. They 
would no doubt some day have gone to heaven 
without dying, and this world would have been 
very different from what it is now ; for if you 
look into it, you will see that all the misery 
and unhappiness in the world is caused by sin 
— -death came by sin ; Adam and Eve could not 
have died, if they had not found out how to sin. 
Now this temptation and fall of our first 
parents, (as Adam and Eve are called,) is not 
unlike what happens now-a-days. The devil, 
who is as crafty now as he was then, tempts 
people to sin — to do something that they know 
is wrong. Their conscience (which is the voice 
of God speaking to their souls) tells them that 
if they do this wickedness they will surely die ; 
that is, their souls will be punished with a 
dreadful punishment in hell. Then the devil tells 
them, just as he told Eve, that they will not be 
punished. He gets them to persuade them- 
selves, that at any rate the pleasure they will 
have, will be quite worth running the risk of the 
punishment ; and so, like Eve when ** she saw 
the fruit was good for food, pleasant to the eye, 
and a thing to be desired to make one wise,'* 
they fancy they see all kinds of pleasure in the 
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sin, and so fall into it. These were the temp- 
tations into which Eve fell. The Bible calls 
them, " the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life/' Lust means an 
improper longing for anything. The flesh 
means the body; people long for rich food 
and strong drink, and so pamper their bodies 
till they fall into idleness, gluttony, drunken-* 
ness, and these lead to still more shameful 
sins, and they stand a chance of being ruined, 
body, and soul — "she saw it was good for 
food." Then the lust of the eye; people 
often fall into dreadful sin by at first only just 
looking upon things which are pleasant to the 
eye, then longing for them, perhaps ending by 
stealing them. Eve took what was not her 
own — " she saw it was pleasant to the eye." 
Last of all " she saw it was a thing to be de- 
sired to make one wise," — not the wisdom 
which makes people good, but a curiosity to 
know about wicked things. Eve knew what 
was good ; she did not want the fruit to teach 
her that, no, it was the curiosity to know what 
was bad, that made her take it — the worst 
kind of curiosity of all, and the one the devil 
takes most pleasure in making people fall into. 
When Adam and Eve had done thx&^v:}«j^^- 
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ness, they were afraid of God, they were never 
afraid of Him before, and they tried to hide 
themselves from Him. But Almighty God 
knew it all, nothing can be hid from Him. 
You may fancy how afraid and ashamed they 
were when He called them and asked them if 
they had eaten the fruit which He commanded 
them not to eat, and they were obliged to con^ 
fess that they had done so. Then God was 
very angry with them. He said they should 
surely die, but not yet, they must suflFer a great 
many things first ; that they should have chil- 
dren who should be sinners like themselves, 
and like them should be unhappy and have sor- 
row and sickness, and then die also. They 
were driven out of the beautiful garden of 
Eden ; God's curse was upon them, they wan- 
dered over the world, and instead of having 
everything they wanted, were obliged to work 
hard to get corn to grow to give them bread to 
eat ; before this it grew of itself, but after they 
bad sinned God said even the ground was cursed 
for their sakes, and briers, thorns, and thistles, 
and poisonous things grew up everywhere. 

But all these things were not the worst part 
of the punishment of the Fall of man. He was 
no longer like God, his nature was changed, 
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he had lost God's help, and was not able to 
save himself from falling again and again into 
temptation and sin ; the whole world became 
wicked, as soon as children were born they be- 
gan to sin, and there was no help for it, no 
pardon, no Saviour ; children were born sinful, 
even down to this present time all of us are 
born in sin ; we inherit, as it is called — that is 
come into — the sin of Adam as soon as we are 
born, just as we say such and such persons are 
weak and sickly, and no wonder, they come of 
a sickly family. 

This sin of Adam, which we inherit or are 
born with, is called Original Sin ; original 
means first of all. 

Now the lesson to be learnt from this day's 
teaching is this, to be very thankful to Al- 
mighty God for having kept you alive till now, 
and given you tiirie for repentance. Think of 
this, for if God punished Adam and Eve with 
such dreadful punishment for one sin, what 
have you to expect who have sinned over and 
over again? Repent then of all your past 
sins, and pray to God to save you from temp- 
tation. You have, what Adam did not have, 
a Saviour Jesus Christ our Lord. Our next 
lesson will be of Him. 

c 2 
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CHAPTER III. 

Article II. — And in Jesus Christ His oni<y Son 
OUR Lord. 

Our Lord J^esus Christ is the second Per- 
son of the Ever-Blessed Trinity; the only 
Son of the Father ; of the same goodness, 
greatness, power, and mercy as God the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Spirit. The name Jesus, 
means a Saviour, one Who saves. It is a 
name that must never be lightly spoken, never 
ought to be said without bending the head in 
reverence. The Bible says, " At the Name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow." 

The Name Christ, means Anointed. I will 
tell you why He is called Christ the Anointed. 
When a king is crowned, at one part of the 
service the Bishop pours a few drops of oil on 
his head : it is a very old custom, and has been 
done for hundreds of years, this is called anoint- 
ing. The name Anointed was given to our Lord 
Jesus Christ, because He is a King, King of 
heaven and earth. When we say, " His only 
Son our Lord, we mean that He is the only 
Son of the Father, and like Him He never 
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had any beginning. We must believe and put 
our trust in Him. He is our Lord and our 
God, our Saviour and our Redeemer I 

Almighty God, after the Fall of man, did 
not leave him without hope of being brought 
back again into His favour. He had promised 
His people He would send them a Saviour. 
When the world was full of people they be- 
came more and more wicked. God every now 
and then sent good men to tell them to repent, 
but they would not ; and then He told Noah to 
build an ark, that is a great ship for himself 
and his family to live in, while He made it to . 
rain so much that the world was covered with 
water, and all the wicked people were drowned. 
Noah and his family were good, and so God 
saved them. Two of each kind of animals 
were saved also, so that when the flood was 
over they went out of the ark again, and after 
some time the world was as full of people and 
animals as it was before the flood, and God said 
He would not drown the world again. But 
even this did not make the world good ; they 
all got quite as bad again. In some parts of the 
world they did not even believe in God. The 
Jews were God's own people, chosen as the 
race or nation from whom the S^.'^iwi^^^^Ss^ 
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come, and He gave them His commandments, 
and promised that the Saviour should come 
to them, but He would come to save all the 
world beside. 

Almighty God had ever since Adam and Eve 
sinned, and caused everybody to be born sin- 
ners too, planned a way by which they might 
be saved or born again. All are sinners when 
they are born, so they must be born again be- 
fore they can be again God's children ; and as 
long as they are not His children, they can no 
more hope for anything from Him, than we 
can from any man who is not our own father. 

How were we to become God's children 
again ? God had said, ** ye shall surely die ;" 
but was there no way to get over this ? None, 
but what God in His mercy had planned for 
us, miserable sinners as we were. 

It was easy to see that the nature of man 
must be re-formed^ re-made^ that is, made 
again, or, as I said before, horn again. A new 
Adam, not a sinner like the first, must come 
upon the earth ; that as the children of the first 
Adam were all born like him, so the children 
of the Second Adam might be made like Him. 
And Who was this second, this new Adam ? Who 
but our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, the only 
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Son of the Father, the second Person in the 
ever-Blessed Trinity. We must believe that 
He was made Man to save us, and that He 
is both God and Man. Our Lord's being 
made Man is called the Incarnation. You 
must try and remember the word, it means 
made Flesh. 

Now I want you to understand how our 
Lord Jesus Christ's coming on earth could 
be of such great good to us. You know 
how dismal and gloomy everything looks when 
night comes on, and what a change it is when 
the sun rises, and everything is bright and 
clear again. So it was with our nature before 
our Lord came ; we were in darkness, and He 
came like the sun and changed all into light. 
Our nature was bad because of Adam's sin, and 
our Lord took our nature upon Him, and so 
made us able to be better and more like Him. 
He took it upon Him, that He might be 
punished instead of us, to die for us as we de- 
served to die ; so He died instead of us, that 
through Him we might be saved. 

Thus you see that in two ways He makes 
our salvation sure, if we received it rightly. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ gained forgiveness of 
our sins, by Himself bearing our punishment \ 
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and He makes our fallen nature fit for heaven, 
by giving us His most Holy Nature, which is 
given us in our Baptism, through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

And now think of God's mercy in sending 
His only Son to take a body like ours, to come 
on earth to save us from our sins. Think what 
love He must feel for us. Who did such great 
things for us. Think of your sins, which 
brought Him down from heaven. Try and get 
rid of them, and ask God's pardon for them, or 
His coming will bring no good to you. 

In our next we shall hear how He came. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Article III. — Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary. 

There are two parts in the Bible, one called 
the Old Testament, and the other the New 
Testament. The word testament means a will. 
When a person makes a will he writes out 
what he wishes to be done when he is dead. 
It is called his will and testament. So the Old 
and New Testaments tell us what God willsj or 
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wishes us to do. The Old Testament tells us 
everything that took place before our Lord 
Jesus Christ was born ; the New Testament 
all that happened afterwards. 

Now a great part of the Old Testament is 
called the Prophecies, that is, words spoken by 
Holy men called the Prophets. A Prophet is 
one who is taught by God the Holy Spirit 
to tell beforehand things which were to happen 
years afterwards. Almost all of the Prophets 
told of our Lord's coming to save His people, 
and that He would be the Child of a Virgin 
Mother, and the Son of God. But the peo- 
ple had got it into their heads that He would 
come as an earthly king, with all the grandeur 
of a king, so they never thought of looking for 
His coming in the way in which He did come. 

He was conceived by the Holy Ohost^ born of 
the Virgin Mary. — I will try and explain to 
you what this means, and how it came to pass. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was born into the 
world a little infant. Some time before His 
birth, an angel came to a young maiden named 
Mary, and told her she should have a Son. He 
said, " Hail, thou that art highly-favoured, the 
Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among 
women." When Mary saw the angel she ^^>a. 
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troubled, and wondered what was meant ; and 
then the angel went on to say, " Fear not, Mary, 
for thou hast found favour with God, and behold 
thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring 
forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name 
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest." The angel said too, 
" Of His kingdom there shall be no end." And 
when Mary asked the angel how could this be, 
as she had no husband ? he said, *' The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the Power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee, therefore 
that Holy Thing which shall be born of thee, 
shall be called the Son of God." This is the 
meaning of the words, conceived by the Holy 
Ghost. Our Lord Jesus Christ had no 
earthly Father, God was His Father, and His 
Mother was the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

We call her Blessed, because the Angel of 
God called her so, and because it was a blessed 
thing to be chosen out of all the women in the 
world to be the Mother of our Lord. She 
says in the Hymn which is sung every evening 
in Church, " All generations (that means every- 
body till the end of the world,) shall call me 
Blessed." She was chosen because she was 
very good and holy — very humble and meek — 
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and most pure and modest in her whole life 
and behaviour. 

When Mary had heard all the angel had to 
say to her, she did not ask any more questions, 
but she believed every word, and said, " Behold, 
the handmaid of the Lord, be it unto me ac- 
cording to thy word." 

Then the angel came to Joseph, who was to 
be the husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
and told him all these things. Joseph was a 
very holy man, who had always been taught to 
expect that the Saviour would come, and he 
believed all the angel told him. He took the 
Blessed Mary to his own home ; and after the 
birth of our Lord she became his wife, though 
she ever afterwards preserved her virginity. It 
is very wrong to think she ever had any other 
child but the Son of God. She was a virgin 
always. 

When the time came for Jesus to be born, 
Mary and Joseph were at a place called Beth- 
lehem ; they were too poor to aflFord a lodging, 
and there was no room for them in the inn, so 
they begged to be allowed to go into the stable, 
and there in a stable, in the cold, dark night, 
was born the Saviour, Christ the Lord, the 
King of kings, Lord of Lords, God and Maxj^^ 
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and they wrapped Him in swaddling clothes 
and laid Him in the manger, as the place is 
called, where the cattle eat their food ; there on 
the straw they laid Him for a cradle. 

This day, when Christ was born, very early 
in the dark cold morning, is called Christmas 
Day — the greatest of all birthdays. 

Then the Bible goes on to tell us how the 
angel of the Lord came to some poor shep- 
herds as they were watching over their flocks 
of sheep that night, and said, " Fear not," (for 
they were afraid when they saw the angel,) " for 
behold, I bring you good tidings" (that is, good 
news,) "of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord." The angel told them where they should 
find the Holy Babe ; and then suddenly, while 
he was talking to them, " there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host," (that 
means thousands of the holy angels,) " praising 
God, and saying : Glory to God in the Highest, 
on earth peace, good will towards men." Yes, 
it was peaccy — our Blessed Lord came on earth 
to bring peace with our oflFended God, our Fa^ 
THER whom we had sinned against. The Lord 
Jesus is called " the Prince of Peace." 
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And when * He was born there was really 
peace on earth; for though just before, for a 
long time, there had been wars and fighting in 
many countries, they all made peace with one 
another; they did not do it because He had 
come, for they did not know it, but God or- 
dered it to be so that there might really be 
peace on earth when our Lord Jesus was born. 

It was for joy that the good angels sang that 
night, they were so glad that sinners were to 
be saved at last. Then the shepherds went to 
Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the Babe, and they fell on their knees and wor- 
shipped Him. 

When our Blessed Lord was eight days old 
He was circumcised as God had commanded, 
and the Name Jbsus was given to Him. This 
day we keep on January 1st, that being eight 
days after Christmas Day. 

Soon after, some great and wise kings came 
from a long way oflF, because they knew that 
the Saviour was born. They saw in the sky 
a beautiful star that they had never seen before ; 
it moved along as they went, and guided them 
to the poor stable where Jesus lay in the 
manger. They brought Him beautiful presents, 
and worshipped Him also. So you see hcktVv 
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the poor ignorant shepherds and 'the great and 
wise kings worshipped our Lord, to show us 
that He is Lord of both rich and poor, and 
that all ought to fall on their knees and worship 
Him, and give Him the best they can afford. 
Another thing you must remember ; these poor 
shepherds belonged to God's chosen people the 
Jews ; and the kings came from a country along 
way off, they were not Jews, they were Gentiles, 
(as all the rest of the people in the world were 
called,) and this was to show us that the Son 
of God came to save all the world, Jews and 
Gentiles too. The day these kings came to 
Jesus is called the Epiphany, the word means 
manifestation. You will often hear the word 
in sermons, and you must bear in mind that it 
means the day that Jesus was shown to the 
Gentile kings. Manifestation means a showing, 
or being seen. We come from the Gentile 
people; so if God the Son had not shown 
Himself to the Gentiles, we should never have 
known Him, or been saved. The Epiphany 
falls on January the 6th ; some call it Twelfth 
Day, because it is twelve days from Christmas. 
Soon after this our Blessed Lord was brought 
by His Mother into the Temple to be pre-, 
sented to the Lord, as the children of the 
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Jewish people always were. And then the 
Blessed Virgin gave thanks. This service an- 
swers to our Churching Service, when women 
give thanks to God after the birth of their chil- 
dren. This day we call the Presentation of 
Christ in the Temple, or the Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. It is kept on February 2. 

About this time a wicked king, called Herod, 
heard that Jesus was born ; he heard He was to 
be born King of the Jews ; he fancied our Lord 
would come and make Himself king instead of 
him, and so he contrived how he might kill 
Him. He ordered all the little children in the 
country near, of two years old and under, to be 
murdered, hoping that Jesus would be among 
them ; but God warned S. Joseph of this in a 
dream ; so he took Jesus and His Mother away 
from their home, and went with them into an- 
other country till this wicked king was dead. 

We keep December 28th, in memory of these 
innocent little children who died for their Lord, 
and call it the Holy Innocents' Day. 

After that S. Joseph brought our Lord and 
His Mother back to Nazareth, which was the 
name of the place where they lived. S. Joseph 
was a carpenter, and as soon as Jesus was old 
enough He helped him at his trade* Tbiows^ 
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He was God all the while, yet He worked like 
the son of a poor man ; and the Bible tells us, 
that He obeyed His Mother and S. Joseph in 
all things. They knew Who He was, but 
other people did not. Once when He was 
twelve years old, Joseph and Mary took Him 
to Jerusalem with them, when they went to 
the solemn service in the Temple on the Feast 
day. There was a crowd of persons, and they 
missed Him ; when they found Him, He was 
sitting with the learned men, — doctors they 
were called, hearing them and asking them ques- 
tions, so that they were quite surprised, think- 
ing it wonderful that a child of His age should 
have so much learning, for they did not then 
know Who He was. And so He lived on in 
this quiet humble way till He was thirty years 
old, because the time appointed by His Father 
was not come for Him to manifest or show 
Himself to the world. 

And now we must try and find out what 
lesson all this is to teach us. 

Firet, think how wonderful it was that the 
Son of God should come down from Heaven 
and be made man. Think what that means, 
and you will never again wonder why we bow 
our heads when we say the words, " And was 
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made Man." Think of His leaving Heaven, 
that blessed happy place where He had always 
been, to come down to earth, and be born like 
any other child, a poor helpless Infant, the Son 
of a poor woman, born in the cold dark night 
in a poor stable, with no cradle but the manger 
where the cattle were fed, and no bed but the 
hay and straw that the cattle had for food — and 
yet to be God all the while ! His being God 
did not keep Him from feeling hunger, and cold, 
and pain, just as we do, because He was a Man 
also, like us in all but in one thing — He was 
without sin, " without spot of sin.'' But even 
that did not save Him from suffering as a Man. 
We deserve to suffer for our sins ; but He bore 
all for our sakes, and to teach us to suffer pa- 
tiently. He w^as born of a pure Virgin, in a 
humble station, teaching us to be humble and 
not to long after the riches and vain things of 
the world. He was circumcised, to teach us 
to obey the law of God in all things. He was 
presented in the Temple, to teach us that we 
ought to bring infants to God^s House at their 
Baptism ; and He went up to Jerusalem at the 
Festivals, and this teaches us to keep holy those 
days the Church has ordered us to keep. He 
was persecuted by Herod, to shpw us we ought 
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to suffer for His sake ; and we should learn 
from the death of the Holy Innocents, to die, 
if it were necessary, for our Lord's sake, rather 
than give Hira up. 

Our Blessed Lord living at home, and 
obeying His Mother till He was grown up, 
teaches us to be obedient to our parents, and 
to those set over us, whoever they may be. 
He has given us an example in spending the 
early part of His life in this manner. All 
may learn from Jesus to do their duty in that 
state of life to which it shall please God to 
call them, without complaining, or being im- 
patient to get away and act for themselves, but 
to wait God's time in all things, and to give 
themselves up to His will. 



CHAPTER V. 

Of our Blessed Lord's Life — continued. 

Now the time was nearly come, when our 
Blessed Lord would leave the humble village 
where He lived, and begin His work of saving 
the souls of sinners. But first, God sent a 
man called Saint John the Baptist, to tell the 
people that they must repent of their sins, for 



WORDS EASY TO BE UNDERSTOOD. 35 

the Saviour was coming. He preached to 
them, and made them see how wicked they 
were, so that they came to him and confessed 
their sins, and he baptized them ; this is why he 
is called Saint John the Baptist. 

When Saint John the Baptist saw our Blessed 
Lord walking, he said- to the people, "Behold 
the Lamb of God That taketh away the sins of 
the world.'* You must remember this saying, 
because I shall by-and-by tell you why Jesus 
was called '* the Lamb of God." 

Our Blessed Lord had no need to be bap- 
tized. He had no sins to confess, and be for- 
given ; but to show us what we ought to do, 
He desired Saint John the Baptist to baptize 
Him. And they went down to the river Jordan 
where all the people were baptized, and the 
Lord Jesus was baptized as they were, by hav- 
ing water poured on His Head. While this was 
being done, the Holy Ghost came down upon 
Him in the form of a Dove ; and a Voice from 
Heaven, the Voice of God the Father, said, 
" This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well 
pleased." You see at our Lord's Baptism, the 
Three Persons of the Ever-Blessed Trinity, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost were 
all present. 
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Soon after this Jesus went, or as the Bible 
tells us, He was '* led by the Spirit into the 
Wilderness to be tempted of the devil." A 
wilderness is a great dreary place, where no 
trees or plants will grow, something like what 
we call a common in England, only much 
larger, and the only creatures that live in it are 
wild beasts. There He fasted for forty days. 
To fast is to keep from food. People are 
ordered to fast to punish themselves for their 
sins ; but Jesus had no sins, yet He did this 
because He came to suffer all we suffer, and by 
fasting He would make our fasts holy, and set 
us His example. 

After the forty days Jesus was hungry. 

Now I hope you remember what I told you 
about the devil tempting Adam and Eve, and 
what the word tempt means. Also that our 
Blessed Lord is the New Adam, because you will 
better understand how His being tempted by 
the devil was in some ways like Adam's temp- 
tation, and what it is we should learn from it. 

Eve was tempted by the lust of the flesh ; 
and when our Lord was hungry the devil tried 
to tempt Him to turn the stones into bread to 
satisfy His hunger before His fast was ended ; 
but our Lord would not do so. Then the 
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devil took Him to the top of the Temple, and 
wished Him to throw Himself down, that He 
might be saved from hurt by angels, and so 
show that He was the Son of God. This was 
something like the way the devil tempted Eve, 
when he told her she should not die, but be like 
God. It was the temptation to pride. But 
Jesus would not listen to him. Then the devil 
promised Him all the kingdoms of the world if 
He would fall down and worship him. This 
was the temptation to the love of power. But 
Jesus said, ** Get thee hence, Satan, for it is 
written, Thou shall worship the Lord thy God, 
and Him only shalt thou serve." Then the 
Bible tells that the devil left Him, and that 
good angels came and comforted Him. 

From our Lord's baptism, fasting, and temp- 
tation, we may learn many things. First, He 
was baptized to teach us to obey God's com- 
mands and ordinances ; — ordinances are things 
belonging to our religious duties, that God has 
ordered us to do, such as receiving the Sacra- 
ments — baptism is one of the Sacraments, going 
to Church, and keeping the Commandments. 
He was baptized to teach us all this, for, as I 
told you before, He had no need of it, for He 
had no sins to be washed away. 
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From His fasting we may learn, that it is 
right to fast as our Lord set us the example, 
and that it is one way to overcome temptation. 
When our Lord was tempted He was tempted 
as a man, and He overcame as a man should, 
that is, by trusting in God for help, and not 
in Himself, as the devil wanted Him to do. 
This was all done to set us an example not to 
give in to temptation. The Bible says, " Re- 
sist the devil, and he will flee from you," that 
means, do not listen to the thoughts he puts 
into your head, but boldly make up your mind 
you will have nothing to do with him, and he 
will leave off troubling you. The Bible tells 
us Jesus Christ was tempted just as we are 
tempted by pride, by pleasure, by riches, and 
power ; and as He did not fall into these temp- 
tations, so we may escape if we pray to God, 
and trust in Him to help us. It will be of no 
use for persons to say, " I could not help it, 
it was so tempting," when they have done 
wrong, for God has given a way to escape from 
temptation, so it will be our own fault if we fall 
into it. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ went about all day 
Jouff doing good ; and sometimes all night He 
was praying to His HeavenVy Yj\THiE.^,^xA'aa 
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went daily to the Temple, and taught and 
preached to the people. He did many mira- 
cles ; a miracle is a wonderful thing, out of the 
usual common way, such as making a dead 
person come to life again, making the blind to 
see, the lame to walk, and the deaf and dumb 
to hear and speak. This He did in one mo- 
ment, with one word of His mouth, or touch 
of His hand. These things He did many times ; 
no one but God could have done the wonder- 
ful things He did. At one time He was bless- 
ing the little children, laying His hands on 
them, and saying, " Suffer the little children to 
come unto Me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of Heaven ;" teaching us that 
we must be as innocent as little children if 
we would go to Heaven. Then He was for- 
giving the worst of sinners, telling them to go 
and sin no more. He taught us to " love our 
enemies, to do good to those who hate us," 
and to pray for them. You would think how 
all this great goodness would be sure to win 
the hearts of the people. It is true great num- 
bers of them went after Him, wherever He 
went, to hear Him ; but many times they would 
not listen to Him, and even tried to do Hvra. 
barm. But He went on H\«i ^wj , ^^SJs. ^w^% 
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good, and taking all their wickedness with 
meekness and patience, leaving us an example 
to bear all things as He bore them. 

Our Lord taught the people by parables. 
Do you know what a parable is ? It means a 
story. It is a way of teaching and explaining 
what is meant by telling a kind of story, and 
then showing how it is like something that has 
a religious meaning. So when Jesus wanted 
to explain to the people that it was no use 
their hearing and listening to Him, if they did 
not do what He said, He told them a para- 
ble. He said, " Whosoever heareth these say- 
ings of Mine, and doeth them, I will liken him 
to a wise man, who built his house upon a 
rock : and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house, and it fell not, for it was founded upon 
a rock. And everyone that heareth these say* 
ings of Mine, and doeth them not, shall be 
likened to a foolish man, who built his house 
upon the sand : and the rain descended, and 
the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat 
upon that house, and it fell, and great was the 
fall of it.'' 

It was in this kind of way that our good 
Lord condescended to teach the people, who 
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were ignorant, and did not understand when 
taught in difficult words. 

Our Lord had with Him always a number 
of persons who believed on Him, and loved 
Him, called His disciples, these were the peo- 
ple whom He taught, and out of them He 
chose twelve, called the Apostles. These were 
the first beginning of the Church, they were 
the first Clergymen. We shall speak more about 
the Church presently ; but now we must go on 
with the life of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



CHAPTER VL 

Article IV. — Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
Crucified, Dead, and Buried. 

For three years our Blessed Lord went about 
preaching to the people, curing them of their 
diseases, and doing them all manner of good. 
And then these ungrateful people began to 
contrive how they might kill Him. It is true 
He came on earth to die for our sins, but those 
who killed Him were not the less wicked for 
that. They were jealous of Him, and so they 
wished to get rid of Him ; but all He did was 
so good, and so many of the people loved Him 
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SO much, that they could not do Him harm 
openly, but were obliged to contrive how they 
might take Him. 

One of His disciples — he was an Apostle 
too — was not so good as the rest. He had a 
great fault — he was at first covetous, and then 
he became dishonest. He was so fond of 
money, that at last he went to those wicked 
men that were trying to take Jesus to put Him 
to death ; and agreed with them, that if they 
would give him thirty pieces of silver, he 
would betray, that is give Him up to them — 
his name was Judas Iscariot. 

There are many more things which hap- 
pened to our Lord, and you will, I hope, read 
them some day in the New Testament ; but I 
can now only tell you a few of them, enough 
to make you understand about our Lord's life 
and death. 

The night before He was betrayed into the 
hands of His enemies. He made His disciples 
have a supper got ready for Him in the city of 
Jerusalem. When He came into the city, the 
people all rejoiced and shouted, " Hosannah, 
Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord." And they cut down 
branches from the palm<-trees, and strewed 
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them in His path. This is the reason why 
the day on which this happened is called Palm 
Sunday, it is the Sunday before Easter Day. 
Jesus then went to the room where the supper 
was made ready, and He sat down at the table 
with His disciples ; and then it was that He 
ordained (or ordered) the Blessed Sacrament 
of His Body and Blood, called the Holy Com- 
munion, the Holy Eucharist, and the Lord's 
Supper. 

And while He was at Supper He took some 
bread from the table, and broke it in pieces. 
He gave a piece to each of the disciples, and 
said, "Take, eat, this is My Body, which is 
given for you.'' Then He took a cup, and 
poured some wine into it, and said, " Drink ye 
all of this, for this is My Blood." He had said 
before, *' Except ye eat My Flesh, and drink 
My Blood, ye have no life in you." His dis- 
ciples did not understand it then ; but that 
night at Supper they did understand. Of this 
wonderful Sacrament, and what it does for us, 
we will speak some other time. 

When Supper was ended, our Lord went out 
of Jerusalem into a garden where the olive- 
trees grew : it was called Gethsemane. He 
went there to pray, and He took Peter, James, 
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and John with Him. Then the Bible tells us 
He began to be very sorrowful, full of grief, 
and the fear of death ; and He asked His Dis- 
ciples to stay and watch with Him. Then He 
fell on His face and prayed, and as He prayed 
He was in an agony, and His sweat was great 
drops of blood falling to the ground. He 
prayed to God the Father, that if it were 
His will He might not suffer all that He was 
to suffer. He said, " If it be possible, let this 
cup pass from Me !" by the cup. He meant 
His sufferings. But then, always obedient to 
His Father, He said, " Not My will, but Thine 
be done." 

Three times He prayed, and said the same 
words. An Angel then came from Heaven 
and strengthened Him. You remember, An- 
gels also came to our Lord in the same way 
when He was tempted in the Wilderness. 

It is very surprising to think, that when our 
Lord was praying His Disciples should go to 
sleep, though He told them to keep watch. But 
so they did. Three times He went to them, 
and found them sleeping. 

Now let us think a little about our Lord's 
wonderful agony in the Garden. Think what 
trouble and distress of mind He mw^t Wn^ «vA. 
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ieredy to cause the blood to flow through His 
skin like sweat I And all this was for us ; all 
this was bearing in His Spirit the punishment 
for our sins, in the same way as afterwards He 
bore in His body His torments and crucifixion. 
How can we sinful creatures ever be grateful 
enough for all His goodness to us I One great 
thing we may learn from the prayer of our 
Lord in the Garden : it is to be willing to submit 
to God's will in all things. We may ask Him 
to take our pain and sorrow away; but we 
must always say, *' Not my will, but Thine be 
done." Our Lord then said to His Disciples, 
" Arise, let us go, behold he is at hand that 
will betray Me." 

Then the wicked Judas, knowing where to 
find Him, brought a great number of people with 
swords and sticks, called staves, to take Him. 
Then all His Disciples ran away and left Him ; 
they were afraid they should be taken with 
Him, they loved their own lives better than they 
did their Lord and Master. Then the people 
took Him to the High Priest, and the High 
Priest asked Him, If He were " the Christ the 
Son of the Blessed," meaning God ; and when 
Jesus said, ** I am,'' they said He was guilty 
of blasphemy, that is sm ^gKvx^sX. ^^\J^\ss^ 
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Name, because He said He was the Son of 
God ; and they said He should die. Then the 
soldiers began to strike Him, to spit in His 
face, and mock Him, and all the night long 
they tormented Him. 

Early in the morning they took Him to Pon- 
tius Pilate, who was the judge at that time, 
that he might condemn Him to death ; for they 
all cried out, "Crucify Him." Now they 
never crucified any but the worst of murderers 
and thieves. It was a very cruel death ; to be 
nailed to a cross till they died, was not only a 
dreadful punishment, but thought to be a very 
shameful death, and yet they cried out for 
Jesus, the Son of God, God and Man, to be 
crucified ! It was very wicked of Pontius Pilate 
to give Jesus up to die, as he knew he was not 
guilty of anything that He should suffer death. 

Then they put on Him a scarlet robe, or 
dress, like a king ; and they platted a crown of 
sharp-pointed thorns and put it on His Head, 
the sharp points running into His Head and 
face, and making the blood pour down. Then 
they put a reed in His hand for a sceptre, 
(a sceptre is a golden stick held by a king ;) 
this they did to make game of Him, because 
He said He was a King. 
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Now when we say, ** Suffered under Pon- 
tius Pilate/' we mean that our Lord suffered 
all these dreadful things under the orders of 
Pontius Pilate, who was the judge that con- 
demned Him to death. 

" And they led Him away to crucify Him.'* 
They made Him carry the cross, to which they 
were going to nail Him, up the steep hill to 
Calvary, the place where He was to die. Cal- 
vary was a short distance out of the city of Je- 
rusalem. JesuSi tired and bruised, was only 
able to carry His cross a little way, and then He 
fainted and fell down. Then they put it on the 
shoulders of a man who was passing by, and 
made him carry it the rest of the way. At last 
they came to Calvary, and they crucified Him. 
You have seen a picture of the Crucifixion ; look 
at it again and again. Our Blessed Lord and 
Saviour was nailed to the Cross, with great 
rough nails, bored through His hands and His 
feet, through to the wood of the cross, and 
fastening them to it. Think what pain it is, if 
you only run a needle into your hand, and 
then think of four horrible nails being driven 
with a hammer through His flesh ; think of 
the whole weight of His body hanging on these 
poor wounded hands, the hands that had never 
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done any thing but good to the ungrateful peo- 
ple who nailed Him there. Think of the sharp 
thorns running deeper and deeper into His Holy 
Head. 

I have heard a beautiful story about the 
crown of thorns. When our blessed Lord was 
on the cross, a robin came and tried with his 
beak to pull out the thorns which were running 
into His head ; while he was doing this, some 
drops of the sacred blood fell on the breast of 
the bird, and dyed it red, and from that time 
till now, the breast of the robin has been red. 
No doubt this story was told to show us, that 
the dumb animals would have more pity for our 
Lord's sufferings, than the human beings to 
whom He had been so kind and good. For 
three hours Jesus hung on the cross, and all 
the time the people were jesting and making 
game of Him. To make the punishment seem 
more disgraceful, there were two thieves cruci- 
fied with Him, one on each side of His cross. 

His mother, the Blessed Virgin Mary, stood 
by the cross of Jesus. Think of her grief at 
seeing her Son suffer these dreadful torments. 
Saint John, one of His disciples, whom He loved 
very much, was there. Jesus told him he must 
be a son to the Blessed Virgin, He said, '* Be- 
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hold thy mother/^ and to her He said, *' Behold 
tiby soTLf^ and Saint John afterwards took her 
to hiB OWQ home. Jseus did not forget His 
mother, even in His sufferings. He did not 
forget fiis enemies, — ^the wicked men who cru- 
djSed HimiHe prayed to His Father to forgive 
them^ and when He had said, '' Fathbr, into 
Thy Imnds I commend My Spirit,^' He bowed 
His head and died. 

Then the earth trembled and jsbook, the snn 
was darkened, and many wonderful things hap*- 
pened when the Soif of God died on the Cross ; 
but still the people did tiot believe — th^r hearts 
weie hardened. When the soldiers came to see 
i£Jwvs was dead, one of them thrust a spear 
into His side, and there came out blood and 
water* This was to show us that it is by the 
blood of Christ and the water of Baptism, the 
two great Sacraments which He ordained or 
ordered for us, that we are cleansed from our 
sins. We must learn from the example of 
Christ, to bear all suffering and wrong with 
meekness and patience. If any one speaks 
slander of you, thinfk how they slandered our 
Lord. You must learn from Him to returu 
good for evil, and to pray for those who do you 
harm ; remembering that you really deserve to 
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be evil spoken of, and do not deserve much kind- 
ness from any one. But He deserved nothing 
but good ; He was without sin, and was punished 
for your sins. 

The crucifixion of our Blessed Lord, hap- ^ 
pened on the day we call Grood Friday, and 
when we think of all He suffered for us, is it 
not a very shocking thing that people should 
choose that day to make a holiday of? Sup- 
pose somebody you loved very much were to 
die, and you had been in any way the cause of 
it, would you choose the day of their death to 
go pleasuring ? Surely not ; would you not 
rather keep quiet when the day came round, 
and think of them, and how they loved you ? 
and grieve that you were in any way the cause 
of their death ? So good Christians, who love 
the Lord, always keep Good Friday as a day of 
sorrow and mourning ; and every Friday in the 
week, they should try and think about Him who 
died on the Cross for their sins, and be more 
grave and quiet than usual ; make it a day of 
fasting, I mean, keep from eating more food 
than is necessary for health. 

When our Lord had breathed His last, His 
disciples came and took Him down from the 
Cross. They buried Him in a new tomb, and 
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rolled a great piece of stone before the door of 
the tomb, and then they went away very sor- 
rowfully to their own homes. Now we have 
gone through a great deal of what is told us in 
the Bible, of our Blessed Lord's life and death ; 
in our next lesson, we must try and understand 
how this was, and is now, of such great benefit, I 
mean, how it came to be of such great good to us. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Christ our Redeemer. 

Jesus Christ is called our Saviour and our 
Rbdeemer. 

Now let us consider what is the meaning of 
the word Redeem. It means to get, or buy 
back again, something that has been parted 
with, and would be lost for ever, if the price of 
it were not paid in time. 

When Adam and Eve sinned, (and it is the 
same thing now when any one sins,) they put 
their souls into the power of the devil, all the 
same as if they had pledged or sold them to 
him. We know persons often pledge their 
goods for the sake of a little ready money, 
often to spend in a bad way, without ever 
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thinking if they shall be able to get th^n back 
again ; and it often is a great chance if they do. 
So it is with their souls ; for tbe sake of some 
sin, which they fancy will be a great pleBSiire« 
they do as £ye did, they pledge their souls to 
the devil, and if they are not redeemed before 
they die, they will belong to liim for ever. 

Now suppose some persons, from their own 
fault, had parted with all the most valuable 
things they had, and there was no chance of 
their ever being able to get them back again, 
they had nothing of their own to redeem them 
with. Suppose some good, kind frieud, one 
perhaps that these people had behaved badly 
to all their lives, were to come forward and offer 
to pay the price for the things, redeem them, 
and give them back to them, and all at great 
pain and trouble to himself? What should we 
say if these persons were to be so ungrateftil 
for all this kindness, as never to thank their 
good friend, and to say they did not want their 
goods back again — ^to refuse to have them? 
Should not we say these people must be tnad ? 
Ah 1 yes ; we are ready enough to say this of 
others, but are not some of u^ worse than mad 
to refuse to have our souls redeemed from the 
devil? God said, ''The soul that sinnetfa it 
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shidl die/' '* Ye shall surely die." But Jesus 
died £br us^ — ^instead of us ; He redeemed us, 
He paid the price of our souls, which was to 
be our death, aad the price He paid was His 
own dealh on the Cross. 

He died to reconcile sinners to God. The 
Bible calls it reconciling the world to Himself^ 
for Hb was God as well as man. 

Now what does reoondle mean 7 You know 
when one person ia offended with another, if 
tbe]r make it up, they are said to be reconciled 
-**-made Mends again. But very often that 
would never be, without somebody is good 
enough to step in and make peace. Our Lord 
Jiaua Christ was the Prince of Peace, Hb came 
to bring peace on earth ; peace between us and 
our offosded God. 

Our LoBj)- B dying for us, — instead of us — 
on the Qross, is called, the Atonement, or 

liAJUNG AMENDS FOR SIN. A SACRIFICE for siu. 

A sacrifice is something offered or given up to 
make amends for something wrong that has 
been done. We' hear people in common talk 
say of anything that has gone wrong, or been 
spent foolishly, '* Well, there must be a sacri- 
fice,^ that is, they must give up something they 
have got». to make up for the loss of the rest. 
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For many years the Jews, who, as I told you^ 
were once the only people who believed m thfc 
true God, were ordered by Him to oflFer sacri- 
fices for their sins. This was done by killing 
a lamb, and offering it up, with prayers, on the 
altar in the Temple, which was the name given 
to a place to worship God, the same that we 
now should call a Church. 

The Jews understood why God had ordered 
them to do this ; they knew sinners deserved 
to die ; and so when they sacrificed the lamb, 
they prayed God to accept or take the lamb's 
death instead of theirs, to let it die instead of 
them, as if it had been the sinner. Now this 
could not really take away their sins ; but God 
ordered it to be done, to put them in mind of 
a much greater and better sacrifice which would 
in time be made, and which would indeed save 
them, Our Blessed Lord, Who sacrificed Him- 
self upon the altar of the Cross, as a Lamb with* 
out sin, to save us from all sin. You remem- 
ber I told you Saint John the Baptist called 
Jesus *^the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sins of the world ;" and now you see the 
reason why he called Him so. 

The sacrifice of the Innocent Lamb, being iei 
kind of likeness or picture of the sacrifice of 
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oar Lord lipon the Cross, is called a type. We 
are told of many types in the Bible. Noah and 
liis family being in the ark were saved by water ; 
the ark floated on the water; and this is a 
likeness or type of our being saved by the 
water of Baptism. 

You may perhaps like to know why the word 
type is used, and what it means. Did you 
ever see printers' type? I mean the letters 
that they print with ; they are made of lead, 
and when you look at them you see they are 
in the likeness of letters, but you cannot read 
them clearly till the time is come when the ink 
and paper are ready and the letters are printed ; 
then you see plainly what you could only just 
make out before. So it is with the types in 
the Bible ; people could not clearly understand 
them till the time was come for their meaning 
to be known, and then the thing that the former 
one was only the likeness of, came to be clearly 
seen. 

Now we must go on with what we were 
talking about, our Blessed Lord being the 
Lamb of God, Who died for the sins of the 
whole world. He died for all, all who ever 
lived or ever will live. 

But now it may come into your head, How 
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ocmld Jbi$u8 Ctfiusv die for my siofi,. when I 
tras not boiti till bundreds of years aftet He 
died? I will tell yoi;i. Oov^ knew iimg; and 
loi^ Wore you were bora, that you woold be 
born, for He know» all things^ He knew tfaad 
you would be a sinner, both from oa^ioal gin, 
and sin firom your owa fault alter fiaqpiiftm. 
So CaJtisT made the sacrifice for you before-* 
haodv that you m%ht bare the benefit of it. 
He kd^w that people would fal) ibto sin^ eren 
after all He had done for them^ and thk made 
Him ^uSef in His mind, more thi»$ all the eruet 
tortuves He sufiSsred on the Crossv 

Now no one must think because Cheibt cUed 
for pur rais> that we are to sit down with our 
han<k before ue and do nothing. It is quite 
true that we cannot sare ourselves^ but it is 
quite ae true that we i^ail nerer be saved i£ 
we do not try to do what we can towarde it 
oursdt'eei 

We can have no part or benefit in CnBtirr's 
Atonemedi or making amend* for our sins, if 
we do not t^ise adrMtage of the b^ps He has 
giveft us, particularly His Sacraments^^^Bap^ 
Ikm, and the Supper of the Lord^ He eom^ 
manded us to be Baptized^ to wash away that 
ofigiMlMk wJ^eb we inherilfrotxi KdAm\ ^^jAsCcl- 
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out BaptiBBDr we cannot be made God's chil- 
dren. It ia the *' new birtii/' the being '* born 
again*" But of both Sacraments I hope to 
speak to yon at another time — ^and also of 
what more is necessary for us to do to get 
God's pardoa for our sins. 



CHAPTER vnr. 

AmTIGLB V.-^Hb DBSCBNDBft INTO HEI«L i THB TfilRD 

DAT He rose again trom the dead. 

We are here told that our Blessed Lord de- 
scended, that is, went down into helL We are 
not to think this means that He went to that 
most dreadful place where Satan is with his 
wicked spirits^ and where bad people go when 
they die. No ^ it was the place where the souls 
of those good persons were who died before the 
coming of our Loan ; they were kept there till 
He came to set them free. They had tried to 
do their duty during their lives> and had died 
in hope looking for the Savioob ; but till His 
coming none could hope for heaven — ^the gates 
were shut, till He opened them, when He rose 
from the dead. 

It was on Friday that our Lord was crucified. 
He bad said .that on tVie XVutdL ^^ ^^ ^^s^$^ 
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rise from the dead and be alive again. On the 
Saturday His body was in the grave all day, to 
show that He was really dead. And on the next 
day, Sunday, Easter Day we call it, He rose and 
came out of the tomb alive and glorious. 

The Jews had set a guard of soldiers to watch 
round the tomb, for fear His disciples should, 
as they fancied they might do, steal away the 
Lord's Body in the night. There was a dreadful 
earthquake when our Lord rote, and these sol- 
diers fell down as if dead. 

Very early in the morning some of the holj 
women came to the sepulchre, as the tomb wai 
called, and they were astonished to find th< 
great stone was taken away, and they saw ai 
angel who said to them, ^^Ye seek Jesus o 
Nazareth, Who was crucified ; He is risen, H( 
is not here : behold the place where they lai( 
Him." They went and told the disciples, bu 
they could not believe. Then He was seei 
by them all, and at last they believed. Hi 
showed them the wounds in His hands and fee 
and His side, that they might know that it wa 
really Himself. Our Lord's rising from tb 
dead is called the Resurrection. 

He rose with the same body that He ha< 
before He died, only it was more .beautiful an( 
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glorious, moi:e like a Spirit. It was a spiritual 
body. He could pass through doors when they 
were shut ; He could be in one place at one 
time, and the next minute be miles away from 
it in another place. Then to show His disci* 
pies that He was really man, He ate and drank 
with them as He did befoi*e. For forty days 
after His Resurrection He was on the earth 
with His disciples : teaching them and giving 
them orders what they were to do when He 
should be taken away from them. He then 
gave them power to Baptize in the Name of 
the Blessed Trinity, saying, " Go, teach all 
nations," (that is, every one in every country,) 
'* baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." He 
gave them power to forgive sins in His Name, 
saying, "Whosesoever sins ye remit," (remit 
means, forgive,) " they are remitted to them. 
Whosesoever sins ye retain," (retain means, do 
not forgive,) " they are retained." You may 
ask, how could He be with His disciples to the 
end of the world when all those He was speak- 
ing to died many years ago 7 He meant^ He 
would be with those who came after them, 
their successors, down to the present time — 
their successors are the clergymen, and Jbsus 
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Chbist is with them helpiiig them as Hksj 
mimster ia Hift Name, and giving His giac* 
through them in all the SacrameDts and oii£- 
nanoes of His Church, and He promised to be 
with them and those that were to come after 
them ahray, even to the end of the world. 

Our Lobd's Resurrectiaa shows us, first. 
His power as God to raise Himself from the 
dead ; that as He was humbled as Man fajr 
I£s death and sufferings. He might be raised 
with power and glory. It also teaches ua to 
look forwsurd to our own resurrection, that as 
He was dead and rose again, so we by His 
power shall one day rise again. And remem- 
ber, that even in this world we may destroy 
our sins ; that they being dead, we may tise 
and lead a new life here, and die in the hope 
of a blessed resurrection when the end of the 
world shall come. 



CHAPTER IX. 
Article YI. — Hb Asccit dbd into Heatbk, and nr^ 

TBTB AT TAB BiQBT HaND OF QOO THB FaTHBB 

Aliciohtt.. 

When our Blessed Lord, after His resurrec- 
tion^ told His Disciples that He must go away, 
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He sud, '^ I ascend '' (that means, go up,) ** to 
My Father and your Father, to My God 
and yonr God." He had finished the work 
that God gave Him to do, the salvation of 
men, and He was going back to His Home in 
Heaven. 

He went with His Disciples out of the city 
to the top of a high mountain (as very high hills 
are called,) and there He prayed with them. 
While they were praying He blessed them, and 
as He was blessing them He went up to Heaven, 
afid a doud hid Him from tbehr sight. Then 
again Angels came, and told them He was gone 
up to Heaven, and that some day He would 
come again in the same way as they had seen 
Him go up into Heaven. 

He went with His human body, the same He 
had on earth, only as I said before, it was made 
spiritual. And there oiir Lord is now with 
that same body. We are told that He sitteth 
at the Right Hand of the Father. This means 
He is in the midst of the power and glory of 
God. To be at the right-hand always means 
to be in the highest place. He ascended, He 
had conquered death and (^e devii ; and as the 
gates of Heaven had been shut ever since the 
Fall of Man, when He ascended there "** He 



62 WORDS MkVY TO BM UNDBRtTOOD. 

opened the kingdom of Heaven to all be- 
lievere." 

And more than this He does — He intercedes 
for us. You know that almost all our prayers 
end with these words, *^ Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord/' I am afraid this is very often said 
without thinking what it means. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ sitting at the Right Hand of Gk)D 
the Father, is always speaking for us to Him. 

Do you know what it means to intercede for 
a person ? It is to ask some favour for them, 
which they do not deserve to ask for them- 
selves. You know what a good thing it is, 
when people are in trouble, or have done some 
wrong, if they can get some great and kind per- 
son to speak for them. I dare say you have 
often heard it said, '' If I might only mention 
such a person's*name, I should be sure to get 
what I want.** Well, then, our Lord not only 
gives us leave to " mention His Name,** — ^to ask 
in His Name, but He speaks for us Himself. 
When in our prayers we humbly ask God to 
forgive us our sins through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, because He died for us, instead of us ; 
then He shows His wounded hands and feet, 
and says, "Father, forgive them, for they 
ask it in My Name ; do not punish them, for I 



WORD6 BAST TO BB 17NDBR8TOOD. 63 

Iiave already borne their punishment." So He 
pleads, He intercedes for us miserable sinners ; 
night and day He never stops, when we are 
thinking only of ourselves He never forgets us. 
All night long when we are asleep and could 
not pray to Him if we would, and in our 
dreams are far from Him, He still goes on, 
" Father, forgive them/* 

Our Blessed Lord's Ascension teaches us to 
lift up our hearts to Heaven where He is, and 
to strive so to live now, that we may hereafter 
be with Him. And His intercession, that is. His 
always interceding for us, should make us more 
constant and earnest in prayer, knowing that 
what we ask in His Name we shall certainly gain. 

Now that we have spoken of our Lord Jesus 
Christ as our Saviour, our Redeemer, and our 
Intercessor, we shall in our next lesson speak 
of Him as our Judge. 



CHAPTER X. 
Article YII. — From thencb He shall comb to 

JUDGE the quick AND THE DEAD. 

We are not told in the Bible when the end 
of the world will be ; but we are told to be 
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always ready, for it will come oiae day when no^ 
body expects it. It may be to-morrow, or it 
may not be for imndreds of years, God tmly 
knows when it will be. When the end of the 
world does come, then our Lord Jbsub Christ 
will oome from Heaven in great power and 
glory, and He will judge tbe quidc and the 
dead, I mean those who are alive when He 
comes, as well as those who are dead,^-qutck 
means alive. Then all will rise with their 
bodies, those bodies which have long ago crum- 
bled away to dust, as well as those who have 
only just been buried, though there seems to 
be nothing left of them even of their bones, yet 
GrOD will make all come together again, and be 
joined again to their souls, never to be parted 
again. 

'' Then all the dead, small and great, shall 
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ," to 
be judged for all they have done in all their 
lives; all, even the most secret sins, will be 
known and told before everyone ; everything 
that they have done and died without having re- 
pented of, will be brought up against them. 
Then Satan, who has tempted them to sin, will 
stand and aoeuse them before God^ that he 
may claim tbeir saxxls for Ixis 019^x1. TVv& %!&.• 
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ler's own guilty conscience will accuse him 
Jso. The judgment-day is called, " The great 
ind terrible day of the Lord ;" and it may 
irell be called so, for very dreadful and terrible 
irill it be to sinners. 

Fancy yourself standing before the great white 
lironein Heaven, before the All-Holy God, and 
jyery sin you have ever committed and not re- 
futed of, every sin that has not been forgiven, 
ind even your most secret thoughts being told in 
;he hearing of all the world ; to have to listen to 
the dreadful sentence, " Depart, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels ;" and then to be driven from Heaven and 
from God ; to be cast body and soul into Hell, 
to be tormented for ever and ever by the de- 
vils, in the fire that never can be put out. 

In one way we shall be judged at the time 
of our death — a sentence will be passed upon 
our souls, and they will be sent to the place 
where they will be kept either in happiness or 
misery till the day of judgment ; but at that 
last great day, when our bodies and our souls 
will be joined together again, then the full in- 
quiry will be made as to our past lives. We 
shall be judged by our actions, I mean, what 
we have done^ not only wVv^.t '^^s* ^T^\^'^^^ss5^. 
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for the good we ought to have done, and did 
not do when we could. 

We shall be judged if we have not fed the 
hungry, clothed the naked, visited the sick, and 
those who were in prison, if we had it in our 
power to do so. You may perhaps think it 
cannot be a sin not to do these works of mercy, 
(as they are called,) but we are told our Lord 
Jesus Christ will ask why we have not done 
them ; and there are none so poor but what 
they may at least do one or another of these 
good actions, visiting the sick for instance, 
and helping them even if they have nothing to 
give them. If our conscience makes us answer 
no, then He will say, ** Depart, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels. For I was hungry, and ye gave Me no 
meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave Me no drink : 
I was a stranger, and ye took Me not in : naked, 
and ye clothed Me not: sick and in prison, 
and ye visited Me not.'* The Bible tells us, 
these persons will ask when they ever saw our 
Lord in want of all these things, and He will 
tell them, '' Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one 
of the least of these My brethren, ye did it not to 
Me ;" meaning, as you often saw My poor in 
want, and did not do what you could to help 
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them, it was the same thing as if you saw Me in 
want, and would not help Me. And they will 
be sent away into everlasting punishment. 

Now if this dreadful sentence is given upon 
those whose sin is, that they have not done 
what good they could to their fellow-creatures, 
what do you think those will deserve who have 
lived all their lives in shameful sins against 
God, against their fellow-creatures and them- 
selves, and have died without being forgiven ? 
It is very dreadful to think of; may God grant 
that none of us may be among these wretched 
people who die in their sins. May He give 
us all time for repentance. 

But if our sins are forgiven, washed away by 
the water of Baptism and the Blood of Jesus, 
and we can with a good conscience stand before 
the great Judge with a humble trust in His 
mercy ; and if we have helped the poor and 
those who wanted our help, to the best of our 
power, then the great Judge will say, " Come, 
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you before the foundation of the 
world." " The wicked shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment, but the righteous into life 
eternal." We shall speak more at another time 
about the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
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everlasting, so we will not now say mete about 
it, but will try and learn some lesson firom the 
thought of tbe end of the world and the jadg- 
ment. The first thing is to be alwa]^ pre- 
pared for it. Suppose yon were expecting to 
be sent for to a new place, yon were not told 
what day and hour they were coming for you, 
only that you must be ready, for diey could 
not wait, and if you were not ready, you must 
go just as you were, and so lose the chance of 
the good place you hoped for ; would not you 
take good care that all your things were in 
order, and you yourself dressed, so that you 
might go at a moment's notice ? I feel sure 
you would take all this pains for a place in this 
world, and would not you do as much for the 
world to come ? The judgment ^day may not 
como in your lifetime, but death must come to 
you Home day, and it will be the same to you 
UB if it was our Lord comiug, for after death is 
the judgment, and when death comes, you can 
do no more. It is no use saying, I am young, 
and there is plenty of time to get ready. Re- 
monibor, young people die as well as the old, 
and that after death is the judgment. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Article VIII. — I believe in the Holy Ghost. 

You have learned what the Bible teaches us 
about two Persons in the ever Blessed Trinity, 
the Father and the Son, now we go on to 
speak of the Third Person, the Holy Ghost. 
The word ghost, means the same as spirit, it is 
an old fashioned word ; the Bible is a very old 
book, and so we often meet with old fashioned 
words in it. It is best always, if you do not 
know what a word means, to ask to have it 
explained to you at once. Now the Catechism 
tells us that in the Creed or Belief, we are 
taught to believe first in God the Father, who 
made us and all the world ; secondly, in God 
the Son, made man to redeem and save us from 
our sins, and the punishment we deserve for 
them ; and thirdly, in God the Holy Ghost, 
who sanctifies or makes holy all the elect peo- 
pie of God. Yes, we must believe in the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, three 
separate Persons, and yet only one God, all of 
the same goodness, wisdom, and power, and if 
we do not believe this, we cannot be saved* 

We said, it is God the Holy Ghost who 
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sanctifies or makes holy all the elect people of 
God. Elect means cAo^en. Who then are the 
elect people of God ? — ^AU those who are His 
children. All persons at their Baptism are 
chosen to be God's children, they are elected 
by Him, and it is then that the Holt Ghost 
comes to us, it is then we say He sanctifies us. 
He comes also to us at our Confirmation. He 
puts good thoughts into us, and by His grace 
or help, we are able to please God. When the 
Bishop lays his hands on our heads, and prays 
over us, then the Holy Ghost comes down 
upon us. When our Lord Jesus Christ told 
His disciples that He must go away, they were 
very sorry, but He told them not to be troubled, 
for when He was gone, the Holy Ghost would 
come to them. They would not be left with- 
out God in the world. 

I do not mean that we have ever been left 
without God, for He is every where, but I mean 
He more particularly comes and makes Him- 
self known in some ways than in others. In 
the beginning of the world, God made Himself 
known by many signs and wonders, and by 
teaching man His will. But it was very dif- 
ferent in the Incarnation, for God Himself was 
then made Man, and came and lived on the 
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earth; then, when He ascended into heaven, 
God the Holy Spirit came to live in the bodies 
and in the souls of His faithful people, the Bap- 
tised, who are members of Christ's Church, and 
children of God the Father, and thus God is, 
and will be with them till the end of the world. 

A short time after our Lord's Ascension, 
when the disciples were met together to worship 
God, suddenly they heard a sound from heaven, 
like a rushing wind, and God the Holy Ghost 
came to them. They saw what looked like fire, 
in the shape of a tongue, which rested on the 
head of each of them, " and they were filled with 
the Holy Ghost." This happened on the day 
we call Whit-Sunday. From that time the 
Apostles were able to speak every kind of lan- 
guage, without being obliged to learn them, so 
that they might be able to go and preach the 
Gospel in all countries, where the people did 
not know the true God. Gospel means, good 
tidings of the truth. 

The Holy Spirit came in the shape of a 
tongue, to show that the Apostles were to speak 
all languages without learning them, and this 
was of great use, as it would have taken so 
long before they could have learned all these 
languages from books. It was Uke a fire that 
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it might warm their hearts with love to Goe 
and man, and light, that they might show the 
people the true light of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

You remember I told you God put it intc 
the minds of good men, to write His Word in 
the Bible. It was God the Holy Ghost whc 
told them what to write and what to say when 
they prophesied. I hope you remember what 
the Prophets were, and that they foretold oi 
told beforehand, something that God was going 
to do many years afterwards. 

God the Holy Ghost comes to us at our Bap- 
tism, when water is poured on us in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, for no one is properly baptised 
without this. Then our original sin was washed 
away ; then He came, then we were made whal 
the Bible calls Temples of the Holy Ghost. 
that is. He lives in us, as God lives in a temple 
or church. 

Now I want you to think very seriously about 
this ; think how very dreadful a thing it musl 
be, to defile or make unclean with sin, the very 
body which the Holy Spirit has come into ; 
in which He dwells, and this makes sin in 8 
baptised person, so much more than in one whc 
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has never received the Holy Ghost. You know 
how much worse a sin is if it is done in a church, 
than in any other place ; how much more we 
are shocked at it, because it is God*s house ; 
and yet people think very little of sinning with 
their bodies, in which the Holy Spirit has 
made His dwelling-place. But He cannot stay 
in a sinful soul — as often as you sin, you sin" 
against the Holy Spirit, and He will leave 
you. If you drive Him from your soul, Satan 
will surely come and take up his place in it, and 
you will belong to him body and soul. 

God the Holy Ghost is the Giver of all good 
spiritual gifts. I mean now by spiritual, things 
having to do with the soul — good j;ifts to our 
souls. In the Bible they are called the fruits of 
the Spirit ; and are these — Love, that is, love 
of God, and love and kindness to our fellow- 
creatures, called charity. Charity does not 
always mean giving money and gifts to the 
poor. In the Bible it generally means kindly 
feelings to all, the very poorest may be charita- 
ble in this way. Joy, that is a holy joy and 
gladness that we are God's children. Peace, 
that is a holy quietness and comfort, which peo- 
ple feel who are reconciled to God. Long- 
suffering, means, bearing patiently all our 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Article IX. — The Holy Catholic Church, the 
Communion of Saints. 

You have heard that before the Lord Jesus 
Christ ascended or went up into heaven, when 
He told His Apostles what they were to do 
when He was gone, He founded or first began 
His Church on earth. 

When we speak of the Church in this way, we 
do not raean the building where we go on Sun- 
days and other days to worship God, to say our 
prayers to Him and receive the Holy Sacra- 
ments. It is quite right to call these build* 
ings Churches, when they are parish or district 
Churches — and when they are in institutions or 
in noblemen's and gentlemen's houses they are 
called chapels. When people talk of chapels 
they generally mean, dissenting places of wor- 
ship, which never formerly were called chapels, 
but meeting-houses, which is the proper name 
for them. 

Well, then, what do we mean when we say 
Christ's Church ? we mean all God's people 
all over the world who have been Baptized, and 
born again His children. But the Church is 
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in heaven as well as on earth ; so it takes in all 
whether they are alive here or alive in heaven, 
for you know the soul never dies. 

This is what is meant by the Holy Catholic 
Church. Catholic means universal, that is, 
everywhere, all over the world, — the world is 
sometimes called the universe ; so you see, uni- 
versal means quite plainly, all the universe or 
world. The Catholic Church also means the 
True Church ; you will understand by this that 
it does not mean Roman Catholics or any others 
in particular, but all the Church. If we say, 
(as ignorant people sometimes do,) *^ we are not 
Catholics," it is all the same as if we said we 
do not belong to the True Church. The Church 
of England has as much right to the name of 
Catholic as any other part of the Church. 

But how are we to know that it is right to 
belong to the Church ? Because Jesus Christ 
is the Head of it; the Church is called His 
Body ; when we were baptized, we were made 
members of Christ, and that means, mem- 
bers of His Body. 

To be a member, is to belong to a body ; our 
arms and legs are members or parts of our 
body, so we, who have been baptized, are mem- 
bers or parts of the Church. If we were to cut 
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off one of our arms it would die, it could not 
move or live without being joined to the rest of 
our body, so if we leave the Church, it is the 
same thing as if we cut ourselves off from the 
body that keeps us alive. If we do not belong 
to Christ's Body we cannot belong to Him. 

When our Lord founded the Holy Catholic 
Church He made His Apostles the first Bishops 
of it. We read in the Bible that He breathed 
on them, and they received the Holy Ghost ; 
it was then that He told them to ** Go, teach 
all nations : Baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost." 

The Apostles were to ordain others, by lay- 
ing their hands on them, and praying God the 
Holy Ghost to come to them. These men in 
their turn were to ordain others to be Bishops 
when they were dead. These Bishops were to 
ordain other ministers of God, called Priests and 
Deacons, and so it has gone on down to the 
present time. No one would dare to call him- 
self a clergyman of the Church, that is, either 
a Priest or Deacon, without being ordained by 
a Bishop. There is a proper service in the 
Prayer Book, which is always used when the 
Bishops ordain clergymen. A Bishop must be 
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made by another Bishop or Archbishop; and 
the Service is called the Consecration. You 
may see all these Services in the Prayer Book ; 
The Consecration of Bishops and the Ordaining 
or ordering of Priests and Deacons. Clergy- 
men are first ordained Deacons ; they may not 
then give Absolution, nor celebrate the Holy 
Communion, which, when they are afterwards 
ordained Priests, they may do. 

Whatever our Lord did on earth He gave 
permission to the Apostles and their successors, 
that means the Bishops and Priests, who come 
after them, to do in His Name. Of the power 
to give Absolution, or forgiveness of sins, to 
those who truly repent, we shall speak pre- 
. sently. 

It is a great mistake for people who have 
been baptized, to say if they go and join the Dis- 
senters, that they do not belong to the Church. 
They do belong to it, only they are not faith- 
ful members. You might as well say, if you 
quarrelled with your family, and left your home, 
that you are no longer your father and mother's 
child. No doubt your parents would be angry 
with you, and sorry, perhaps they might cast 
you off, but even then you would still be their 
child. 
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Then there are bad as well as good members 
of the Church, and God allows them to belong 
to it in the hope that they may become better. 
It is the duty of all Christians to pray every 
day that sinners may be converted and turn to 
God. 

Now if you are asked why you belong to the 
Church, you may give these reasons, first, 
" It was founded by Christ Himself, and He 
is the Head of it ; in my Baptism I was made 
a member of Christ, and so I must belong 
to His Church.'* Another reason is, in the 
Church, the Clergy, Bishops, Priests, and Dea- 
cons have been ordained in the way our Lord 
ordered them to be ; and none but Clergymen 
ordained in this way are able to administer, 
that is, give to the people the Holy Sacra- 
ments which Jesus Christ Himself gave to 
His Church, and which are necessary to salva- 
tion, (that means, we cannot be saved without 
them,) — ^Baptism and the Lord's Supper. 

Besides the Church being on earth, you must 
remember it is also in Heaven. When good 
Christians die they do not leave oflf belonging 
to the Church ; we believe that they share in 
the prayers and communions of the Church on 
earth. Surely in Heaven they m\x%\. >oei \fc^V\fcx 
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able and more fitted to do this than when on 
earth, for they have left all their cares and 
tears; they can be always thinking of God 
and have nothing to take off their thoughts 
from Him. 

It is a great comfort to those whose friends 
have died with a good hope and trust in God, 
to think we have not lost them. I do not like 
to hear people say, " I have lost my mother, 
or my child/' It is surely a very great com- 
fort that in Heaven they can join with us in 
our prayers on earth. How much it would 
grieve them if they knew how often those 
prayers are never said at all, or hurried over 
without thought. 

This joining of the Church in Heaven with 
the Church on earth in our prayers and praises, 
is called the Communion of Saints. Indeed 
we may call the whole Church itself, the Com- 
munion of Saints. And who are the Saints ? 
All the good who have died in God's fear and 
favour; not only those very good and holy 
men whom we generally call " the Saints,'* and 
whose birthdays and days of their martyrdom, 
— I mean the day on which they were put to 
death for Christ's sake, — we keep and call 
Festivals; but even tlie pooxe^X. OcSA ^H. ^^^, 
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whom He has taken to Himself, is a Saint in 
His sight. 

You will like to h^r now about the Fasts 
and Festivals of the Church. They were or- 
dered from the beginning of Christianity, to 
keep in our memories something that should 
never be forgotten by Christian people. 

A Fast is a time of mourning, a Festival is a 
time of rejoicing. To fast, is to keep from 
meat or from pleasant food, or anything we 
take great pleasure in. The reason for this is, 
that we may be sorry for our sins, and punish 
our bodies for having so often given them too 
much pleasure. Our Lord commanded us to 
fast; and He set us an example by Himself 
fasting forty days in the Wilderness. Lent is 
the greatest time we ought to fast ; it is the 
forty days before Easter, the same number of 
days as our Lord fasted. This is the time to 
mourn for our sins, and to think of our dear 
Lord Who was crucified for us on Good-Fri- 
day, which comes at the end of Lent. The 
first day of Lent is called Ash- Wednesday. 
Many years ago it was a sign of sorrow and 
humiUty, — humility means being humble, — ^to 
put ashes on the head, and so this day came to 
be called Ash- Wednesday. 
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Besides Lent, which is to prepare ns for 
Easter, there is the time called Advent, the time 
just before Christmas, when we are to think 
about our Lord's Incarnation, His coming in 
the FJesh — being made Man ; and besides this, 
we are to think of His Second Coming, when 
He will come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I hope some time to be able to explain more to 
you about Advent and Lent ; but now we must 
go on with what we were saying about Fasts 
and Festivals. 

We are told in the Prayer Book that all the 
Fridays in the year are to be Fast-days, except 
when Christmas Day happens to come on a 
Friday, then it is not to be a Fast. Most of 
the days before the Festivals are Fasts, and are 
called Vigils or Eves. 

Festivals are, as I said, days of rejoicing ; but 
it must be holy joy. The way in which many 
people keep Christmas and Easter is a disgrace 
to a Christian country. They behave as if 
they thought the way to please God, was to go 
into all kinds of rioting and drunkenness, — ^to 
break His Commandments. No, there are 
many ways of rejoicing without all this ; friends 
should meet, and all disputes should be made 
up, everything should be peaceable at the 
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time when our Lord came to bring peace on 
earth. 

The great festivals are Christmas, Easter, 
Whitsunday, Ascension Day, and Trinity Sun- 
day. Besides these we keep the Annunciation, 
or the day when the Angel came to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, and said she should have a Son, 
Jesus. This festival is kept on the twenty- 
fifth of March. You may have heard it called 
Lady Day. It was formerly called Our Lady*s 
Day, as the Blessed Virgin used to be always 
called '' Our Lady." 

Then there are the birthdays, and the days of 
the deaths of holy men and women, who were 
martyred in a most cruel manner, because they 
would not give up their holy religion. 

It* would take too long a time to tell you all 
their names ; some day, with God's help, I hope 
to speak to you of some of them. I must tell 
you, in case you may think it strange to re- 
joice on the day of any one's death, to remem- 
ber the joy is not for their death, but that they 
were able to bear all their dreadful sufierings for 
Christ's sake, and that they are now with Him 
at rest, and in perfect happiness in Heaven. 

JFrom this part of the Creed we should learn 
to be very thankful to AlmigVily Goi> fot l^acv- 
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ing allowed us to be baptized, and made mem- 
bers of His Church. When we think of the 
numbers who are not baptized, and so do not 
belong to Christ, we should never forget to 
pray that they may be brought to this great 
blessing, and so live here in the Communion 
of His Church, that in Heaven we may all join 
the Saints and Martyrs who ever live with Him 
in glory. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Article X. — ^The Forgiveness of Sins. 

# 

The meaning of this is, that God has pro- 
mised forgiveness of sins to all who truly re- 
pent, and make use of the means that HS has 
ordered to get His forgiveness. 

The forgiveness of sins is sometimes called. 
The Remission of Sins. Remission means par- 
don. The first forgiveness of sins which God 
is pleased to grant to us is at our Baptism as 
Infants, when, in the Name of the Blessed 
Trinity our original sin is washed away from 
our souls, in the same manner as water washes 
our bodies ; and a new nature is given to us, and 
we are made able to live ^ u^e^ \>i^* \ssL'^^\s:i& 
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v^ays we are made again like what Adam was be- 
fore the Fall, though like Adam we are still able 
to listen to temptation, and to fall into it. Our 
souls are indeed reborn, remade, in the like- 
ness of God, yet our bodies are not restored to 
what Adam's was before the Fall, for we are 
to die. It will not be till the resurrection from 
the dead that our bodies will be changed into 
the likeness of God our Saviour. -We are 
made in Baptism able to resist sin and do good, 
but we may fall into sin. This is very dreadful 
to think of, and we may well wonder whether 
there can be forgiveness for wilful sin in bap- 
tized persons. But God is very merciful, and 
will forgive His children even when they sin 
against His Holy Spirit. In His great mercy 
He will still forgive them. As Baptism washes 
away our original sin, so there are means still 
appointed after Baptism, which will cleanse us 
from actual sin, that is sins which we have 
ourselves wilfully committed after Baptism. 
Christ our Blessed Saviour has atoned or 
made amends for all sins, by dying on the Cross. 
But we must never forget that there are con- 
ditions of our partaking of this atonement, that 
is to say, there is something we must do, be- 
/ore we can get any benefit ttottv dsi%.\%V% 
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death. It is this. First we must repent, truly 
repent: without this nothing will save us. 
Christ died for sinners ; but they must be 
truly sorry for their sins, or His dying will not 
save them. I say truly, for of course if peo- 
ple only pretend to be penitent, they do not feel 
the need of a Saviour. Persons may impose 
upon others in this way, for the sake of getting 
a better character ; but it will be all the worse 
for them at the Judgment Day, for God 
knows the heart. He cannot be imposed upon, 
and He will punish them for being deceitful, 
besides all they deserve for their other sins. 

But it is not enough to be sorry for your 
sins, you must confess them — all, every one 
must be told to Almighty Gon. Not but 
what He knows them all before ; but He has 
ordered you to do this before you can get His 
pardon. Then it is not enough to confess your 
sins, you must determine, by God's help, to 
try and sin no more, to make amends to those 
you have done wrong to, and to bear patiently 
any punishment God in His mercy and wisdom 
may think proper to send jrou. 

Now you see before you can gain anything 
by our Lord's Death and Passion^-<*as His suf- 
fering* are called-r-you tav3L%\.%x%V^t«^x>^.>ws^- 
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fess your sins, and determine by God's help to 
sin no more. But there is even now another 
thing, this is faith. You must firmly believe 
that it was for you Christ died, and that for 
His sake alone, not for any good you can do, 
He will pardon you if you are truly penitent. 
Repentance is of no use without faith, people 
often repent because their sin brings some 
punishment with it ; but this is not what the 
Bible calls godly sorrow. It often leads people 
to despair, and sometimes they are tempted to 
the dreadful crime of self-murder. They put 
an end to their life here, because they cannot 
bear some misery which must in time come to 
an end, only to throw themselves into far worse 
torments in the world to come. 

Now you see clearly you must confess your 
sins to 6oD before you can hope for His par- 
don ; and you must have truly repented of all 
your sins. But God has also very mercifully 
appointed a means by which we may feel sure 
that our sins are pardoned and washed away 
through the Blood of Christ. This is not by 
being baptized again — we can only be baptized 
once. What then is it which makes sure to 
us the great blessing of forgiveness ? 

Fbu remember I told you, one oi \.Vkft tVasi^ 
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our Lord commanded His Apostles to do, wa8 
to absolve or forgive sins in His Name, to 
those who truly repent and confess them. This 
is called Absolution. When Clergymen are 
ordained Priests they have this power given 
them, and in the Prayer Book they are told 
what words to say when they give absolution, 
or pronounce God's pardon to sinners. So you 
see if you do not feel satisfied about yourself, 
if your mind is uneasy, your conscience trou- 
bles you, and you do not know how to set it at 
lest, you may go to a Clergyman and ask his 
advice. He will hear you confess your sins to 
God. He will give you advice how to try, and 
not fall into the same sins again ; and if he be- 
lieves you have told all the truth, and kept 
nothing back, he will say or pronounce the ab- 
Bilution, that is, God's pardon, in these words : 
•*Our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath left 
piwer to His Church to absolve all sinners who 
tnly repent and believe in Him, of His great 
mercy forgive thee thine o£fences, and by His 
auhority committed to me, I absolve thee 
frcm all thy sins, in the Name of the Father, 
ani of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Aaen." 

Vhen I speak to yo\x ^b^gaisi ^^ W^^^ ^s^ 
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do) about the Sacraments and Ordinances of 
the Churchy I shall talk more about Confes- 
sion and Absolution. What 1 want you to un- 
derstand now is, how much it has to do with 
the forgiveness of sins. 

Fancy the happiness of a sinner, whose sins 
are all forgiven, all washed away by the blood of 
the Lamb, never to be even mentioned again, and 
not to be brought up against him at the Day of 
Judgment. But how dreadful it will be for 
those whose sins have been foi^ven, if they fall 
into them again. It will be harder and harder 
every time to repent ; and who knows if God 
will give time for repentance to those who sia 
again after He has so mercifully forgiven them* 
Pray then to God to soften your heart, and 
make you to see your sins and confess them 
before it is too late. Give Him thanks for 
having given you time for repentance, for not 
^having cut you o£f in the midst of your sinSi 
and for giving you the means of being recon- 
ciled to Him through Jesus Christ. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Article XI. — The Bxsvrrbction of the Body. 

When I was teaching you about the great 
and dreadful Day of Judgment, I spoke of the 
Resurrection of the Body. At the last day all 
who have been buried will rise from their graves ; 
all who have been buried, or lost at sea ; all who 
have died from accident and their bodies never 
found will come forth, and come to life again. 
The very same bodies will come, though we 
may think nothing, not even a little dust was 
left of them ; all will be joined again to their 
souls, all will be alive. Our bodies will be the 
same as they are now ; but they will in some 
ways be altered, they will be spiritual bodies. 
They will be more perfect, more like what 
Adam's was before his sin and fall ; they will 
be even like our Lord's own glorious Body. 

We are told the trumpet shall sound and 
the dead shall be raised, and then will come the 
Judgment; afterwards some shall go to ever- 
lasting happiness, some to everlasting misery. 
Fancy the graves opening, and the dead coming 
out of them ! Think what it will be to see the 
Son of God coming in the clouds with power 
and great glory, with aW ttie ^oVj Kx^^^^^Ss^. 
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Him. Then He will change the bodies of those 
who die in His fear, " that they may be like 
His glorious Body." There will be no defor- 
mity in the bodies of those who are raised to 
eternal life. The poor cripple will be able to 
walk without pain, the blind will see the glory 
of God, the deaf will hear the sweet songs of 
the Blessed praising God, the dumb will join 
in their songs, " young men and maidens, old 
men and children," all will ** praise the Name 
of the Lord " for ever and ever. But there 
are some who will not be raised to life ^eternal 
in the Heavens, The wicked who die in their 
sins will rise again with their sins about them, 
their bodies will rise and they will be changed, 
they will be immortal ; like the good they will 
never die, but they will wish to die. Their 
sins will make them hateful to themselves, 
and they will never leave them, but will drag 
them down into Hell. " The wicked shall be 
turned into Hell, and all the people that forget 
God." Pray earnestly that you may escape 
this dreadful sentence, and live so that when 
you die you may have a good hope in your 
death. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Article XII. — And the Life Everlasting. 
Amen. 

Have you ever thought about Eternity ? 
Perhaps you do not know what the word means. 
It means for ever and ever — it never will end. 
The " life everlasting '* means the life that will 
never end, but last for ever, this is Eternity. 
And where will this life be spent ? Either in 
Heaven or in Hell ! The happiness of Heaven 
will be so great that we can fancy nothing like 
it. We shall be with God, with Jesus, with 
the Holy Spirit, with the Holy Angels, with 
Blessed Mary, and alt the Saints, Apostles, and 
Martyrs, all the good who have ever lived ; and 
everything will be so beautiful, and pure, and 
holy. 

This great happiness will last for ever ; there 
will be no pain, nor sorrow, nor crying, no 
sin. The devil can never again come near to 
tempt or trouble any one. Even all remem- 
brances that there ever was such a thing as 
sin will be forgotten, we shall only feel that we 
have been saved, and are safe for ever. Then 
we shall be with those we have loved on earth, 
our relations and friends, a\\ ^Vi^ ^x^ "ots^kkji^ 



the ndeemed, all wiD rest together; and yet 
ther win never rest finom pcaiang Gk>D, never 
be tired with angins His praises. A few 
piayeis tire ns now ; Imt in Heaven we shall 
never be toed day nor ni^it ; and this will last 
far ever and ever. 

TVy and think of, for ever and ever ! Wh^i 
we have anjrthing we like very mnch, or are in 
any place we are very fond of, we cannot help 
thinking, ''This won't last, there will be an 
end to it some day." This is called time ; but 
in Heaven it will not be so, after thousands of 
years we shall be no nearer the end of oar hap- 
piness than we were at first — ^it will last for 
ever! 

Now let OS consider. Would everybody be 
happy if they went to Heaven? If sinners 
were allowed to go would they like it ? Would 
it be any pleasure to them to be with God, 
Whom they have offended and insulted all 
their lives ? Would they be fit for such a 
place as Heaven ? 

Now ask yourself, Are you fit for Heaven ? 

Do you even love God enough to wish to be 

with Him ? Do you love prayer and praise 

enough to be happy where there was nothing 

eAeF Now think, suppose yo\x ^ei^ \o die 
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this moment, where would your soul go to ? 
Could it go to Heaven? Do you say, No? 
Then it must go to Hell, to everlasting fire. 
There is no middle place for those who are not 
fit for Heaven, and yet do not think them* 
selves bad enough for Hell. The Bible says 
Hell is not only for the wicked, but for all who 
*' forget God." 

Is it not a dreadful thing to hear persons 
coolly say, they are not fit for Heaven ; and 
yet take no pains to keep themselves from 
Hell ? If they would only think what are the 
torments and miseries of Hell ! They are more 
than we can imagine or think of. All the pain 
we can ever feel here will be nothing to the fire 
that is always burning, and yet never puts an 
end to the wretched sinner. As we shall rise 
with our bodies, so we shall feel with them ; 
and this will help you to understand why the 
wicked will feel real fire burning them in Hell, 
real pain, real agony ; and not only pain of the 
body, but misery and agony of soul — for ever 
to be with devils, who will laugh at their ter- 
rible pains, and make them wors& and worse. 

And this will last for ever and ever. At the 
end of thousands of years they will be no nearer 
the end of their misery thaw ^.V ^\^\.. ^Xv^Sa. 
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it worth while to ran the risk of losing Heaven, 
and being sent down into Hell for the sake of 
some sin which seems pleasant at the time ? 
Is it not worth while to spend the rest of a life 
in penitence, if by that means God's pardon 
may be gained, and even the very lowest place 
in Heaven given to the penitent? Surely a 
wicked life brings misery enough even here, 
though it lasts but for a short time ; but what 
is that when we think of the life everlasting ? 

And now the Creed is ended, we say, Amen. 
This means sometimes, So may it be ; but here 
it means. It is true ; all I have said is true ; I 
believe it all, every word. And I hope you 
really do believe, and not only that, but under- 
stand every part of it. I hope, when you are 
asked in the Catechism, " What dost thou 
chiefly learn in these articles of thy belief?" you 
may be able to say, and understand what you 
say too, " First, I learn to believe in God the 
Father, Who hath made me and all the 
world. Secondly, in God the Son, Who hath 
redeemed me and all mankind. Thirdly, in 
God the Holy Ghost, Who sanctifieth me 
and all the elect people of God.*' Remember- 
ing always that the elect are all the Baptized, 
who are made members of Christ, children of 
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jOD, and inheritors of the kingdom of Heaven, 
o which may He bring us all, for His infinite 
nercy's sake. Amen. 

"Almighty God, Who hast knit together 
Thine elect in one communion and fellowship 
dth the mystical Body of Thy Son Christ 
>ur Lord, grant us grace so to follow Thy 
Jlessed Saints in all virtuous and godly living, 
hat we may come to those unspeakable joys, 
sfbiich Thou hast prepared for them that un- 
eignedly love Thee ; through Jesus Christ our 
-ORD. Amen." 
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